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was said in behalf of one man was driven out of
mind by the remarks of the next man in line,35
whereas testimonials sent through the mails went
on file and received due consideration. "So many
hours a day having been given up to the reception
of visitors, it has been necessary, in order to keep
up with the current work, for the President to keep
at his desk from early in the morning into the small
hours of the next morning. Now that may do for a
week or for a month, but there is a limit to human
physical endurance, and it has about been reached."
Such were the distracting conditions under
which President Cleveland had to deal with the
tremendous difficulties of national import which
beset him. There were allusions in his inaugural
address which showed how keenly he felt the
weight of his many responsibilities, and there is a
touch of pathos in his remark that he took "much,
comfort in remembering that my countrymen are
just and generous, and in the assurance that they
will not condemn those who by sincere devotion to
their service deserve their forbearance and ap-
proval. " This hope of Cleveland's was eventually
justified but not until after his public career had
ended; meanwhile he had to undergo a storm of
censure so blasting that it was more like a volcanic